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Opinions on NSS Geography SBA 

I understand the idea of SBA assessment is to assess students' ability to conduct a geographical 
enquiry. However, I do not think it is appropriate to implement it in 2014. It can be a school trial or 
even a deferred implementation like other subjects, such as BAFS and Music. 

Students are required to conduct a 'research' which requires collecting first hand data. This is NOT the 
requirement for many other subjects. On top of it, one needs to conduct fieldwork with about 40 
students. It is not the requirement for most other elective subjects. For example, Economics only requires 
students to do news commentaries with presentations. BAFS only requires students to complete proforma 
worksheets with presentations. 

For Geography, the compulsory fieldwork component in the SBA is the most demanding part in the 
entire assessment. Though I am not entirely familiar with the SBA requirements of different subjects, I 
still can conclude that this is most demanding for Geography. I do not think I am in a position to do 
comparisons for different subjects. It is the job of the HKEAA to ensure that the requirements for 
different subjects are on a par so that they are comparable in terms of scope, depth and workload for 
both teachers and students. Coordination, amendments and modifications should be made by the 
HKEAA at an overall planning level instead of leaving it to each subject in the HKEAA for they may not 
know the practices of other subjects and the 'appropriate' standard of what it meant by a 'reasonable' 
assessment. Fieldwork is not compulsory even for Biology. Candidates may choose to do fieldwork 
and it is NOT a compulsory requirement in the SBA. They may just do lab-based researches. 

Geography candidates are required to submit individual reports even though they may collect data in 
groups. It is a matter of 40 individual reports!! It is an on-going process involving fieldwork, data 
analysis, GIS application and writing reports. I do not think it is possible to ‘produce’ 40 individual 
reports only after 1 to 3 times field work outing. I really expect a proper sample provided by HKEAA 
with detailed worksheets and 40 individual research questions based on 1 to 3 outings instead of 
some vague seminars. This should be provided to every school. 

The requirement of Geography SBA is actually discouraging students from choosing the subject and it 
will threaten the survival of the subject. It is unfair for Geography to be the 'most demanding' subject 
among all the NSS elective subjects. Even for students quite interested in the subject, they might tend 
to choose other subjects as they do not want their chance of being admitted into the university be 
affected. 

Moreover there is not much support on GIS from HKEAA apart from money for buying the software. 
With the same teaching periods per cycle as other subjects, Geography teachers really need proper 
partners or assistants to help implement GIS. Even though the use of GIS is not a compulsory skill to be 
demonstrated in SBA, all Geography teachers have to teach GIS as there may be questions set on GIS. 

More importantly, a student has to handle several SBAs in their short learning time. SBA is required 
for every subject except Mathematics. Besides having regular lessons and extra-curricular activities, 
students have to spend much time on setting proper enquiry questions, setting questionnaires, 
conducting surveys, analyzing data for the reports of different subjects, including Liberal Studies. For 
a hardworking and responsible student, it can take most of his/ her time. I do not think it is good to 
their personal growth. Students should have more space to understand themselves and develop 
themselves in different aspects instead of focusing on writing reports at this golden age.  

HKEAA should conduct an investigation to understand the heavy workload of teachers and students 
in fulfilling the SBA requirement. Without further support from HKEAA, I do not see the point for 
implementing Geography SBA in 2014. 
 


